St. Patrick Co-Cathedral

Thivd Sunday ::r -

ADVENT
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MASS TIMES

Saturday at 5:00pm

Sunday at 10:30am
Wednesday at 12:10pm
Reconciliation will be held in
Father’s office Saturday 3-4pm

Please continue to visit our
website for any updates.

www.stpatrickcocathedral.org

Christmas Mass Schedule
Pastor Fr. Robert Grosch 312
Hospital/Jail Min Fr. John Houlihan 318 Reservations are required
R.C.ILA./Baptism Sr.Jeanne Tranel 313 Go 0nlir¥e O_r celll e prunelt e
Dir. of Lit. & Music Jan Wood 315 bepoaing Decombe7h
Parish Office Diana Penney 310 Christmas Eve
Bookkeeping Deborah Ligget 314 4:00pm & 6:00pm
Maintenance up. Rosie Schuff 698-7398 Christmas Day
Annulments BSletta  690-8016 9:00am

Our Mission Statement

Historic St. Patrick is a diverse, welcoming Catholic community committed to gathering
as a sacramental family sharing our faith and ministry and Christian service.

215 N. 31st Street, Billings, MT 59101
Phone - (406) 259-3389 Fax-— 406-248-1185




3rd Sunday of Advent December 13, 2020

Readings and Reflections
First Reading: | rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul. (Is 61:10a)
Reflect: Isaiah shares his understanding of his prophetic call and his experience of the Lord as a God of
justice and compassion. As we continue in the season of Advent, what new spiritual insights are you
discovering?
Psalm: My soul rejoices in my God. (Is 61:10b)
Second Reading: May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body,
be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thes 5:23)
Reflect: Paul encourages the Thessalonians to be thankful to God and be active in their newly found faith in Christ by following his moral
imperatives. How are you putting your faith into practice during this Advent?
Gospel: “I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.” (Jn 1:23)
Reflect: John tells us that the religious leaders in Jerusalem questioned the identity of John the Baptist, wondering if he was the Messiah,
Elijah, or the Prophet who Moses prophesied would come. John the Baptist responds in humility, with a clear sense of his own call. Do
you humbly accept God’s call in your life?
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ass Intentions & Readings ﬂ

Monday, Dec. 14 No Mass Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday, Dec. 15 == Mike Fargo Fargo Family Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 [7a]
‘ Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday, Dec. 16 »_ Christy Madden Madden Family | ls 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 45:8)/
i Olness Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday, Dec.17 ﬁ: Chuck & Marynell  [Heringer Family | Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7Mt 1:1-17
* Heringer

Friday, Dec.18 I~ Eleanor Bachmeier | Victor Bachmeier |Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 1213, 18-19 [cf. 7}/Mt 1:18-25

Saturday, Dec.19 ; ﬁ= Jay Atwell Jeanne & Ron Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25alPs 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25
Bender

Sunday, Dec. 20 St Patrick Parishioners 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [2a]/Rom
16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38
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The Eucharist: Catholic Beliefs and Practices
The fifth in a series of teachings on the Eucharist

| recently dedicated the new adoration chapel in Billings, located on the campus of
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish. It is dedicated solely for the purpose of adoring Christ in
the Blessed Sacrament. When we worship God at the Mass, we express our belief that
\q God is present in the Eucharistic elements of bread and wine.
It is not an accidental, but a substantial presence. From the
Mass, we are sent forth as a Eucharistic people and to carry
Christ with us and in us in the whole of our lives. All we do is
meant to be an act of worship of God. As people of faith, we
do not separate the practice of faith only to certain times during
LiIChoaRIse the week. The dismissal from Mass reminds us that we are to
reflect Who we have received in the Eucharist. Sadly, many in
our world, and even in the Catholic Church, have a poor understanding about Who is
present in the Eucharistic species. Il is a key reason why adoration is an important
practice for us and why adoration has been promoted by Pope's St. John Paul II,
Benedict XVI and Francis. To adore Christ in the Eucharistic is a special way to
perpetuate the Mass and grow in understanding of the mystery of salvation through
Christ.

When the Lord instituted the Eucharist at the Last Supper, he wanted to perpetuate His
actual presence to us in a physical way. After His Ascension to the right hand of His
heavenly Father, he would not have been substantially present to us had He not instituted
the Eucharist. The practice of adoring Christ in the Blessed Sacrament has a long history
in the Church. Dr. Lawrence Feingold, Associate Professor Theology and Philosophy
puts it this way:

Since the Son of God became man for us and has devised a marvelous way to remain
with us in the Eucharnist in the substantial presence of His humanity, it follows that
adoration of and intimate encounter with Christ in the Blessed Sacrament is not an
afterthought, but rather an essential aspect of the Eucharist. As Israel adored the special
presence of God in the Ark of the Covenant and in the Holy of Holies in the Tempie, how
could the Church not fittingly adore the substantial presence of Christ, who makes Himself
present with much greater generosity in every tabernacle?
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BECOME A KNIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
Faith, Family, Community, Life

www.kofc.org/joinus
Code: MCGIVNEY2020

Join the Knights online for free until December 31, 2020.
Join now and receive a 2020 Knights of Columbus Christmas ornament*

*Ornament supplies are limited, so join now!
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eBeginning December 1st, Father Grosch will
be hearing confessions on Tuesdays and
Thursdays 12:00-1:00pm and Saturdays
3:00-4:00pm during Advent. Before
coming in on Tuesday or Thursday,
please call the parish office in case there is
a funeral at that time.

Part-Time

HELP WANTED

Looking for someone with some computer skills to join
our team who would be available
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 8:30-11:30am. Includes
answering phones, admitting guests, some computer
work, etc. Please call the parish office at 406-259-3389
for more information if interested.
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Melissa Fimmermann
Broker Owner [ Parishioner

406.208.5450

416 Yellowstane Ave
E-i|||nqgs. MT

An Investment You Can Live In
@ melissa@406ownthis.com [B

www. 406ownthis.com

A virtual, online Retrouvaille marriage help program starts Thursday evening,
January 14th. The Retrouvaille Community of Montana has been invited to
join with California’s Northern Community in offering this online

weekend. The virtual program begins Thursday and Friday evenings and a
full day on Saturday and Sunday, January 14 - 17, 2021. The weekend will
be followed by a series of virtual Post Weekend Sessions. There is a $500
registration fee per couple. Please know that no one is turned away because

of the inability to pay. For additional information please contact us at 406-761-4830 or view the details
at www.helpourmarriage.org.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

A Constant Companion

As Christians, we are called to a life of prayer. This is not just during seasons like Advent, but all year long. When we talk about being
prayerful everyday stewards, we are speaking about cultivating an awareness of God being with us at all times. Each day we begin by
offering God the entirety of our day. Each night we rest in Him and hope that the hours that passed gave Him glory.

During this busy time of Advent, it is hard to cultivate this life of prayer, but without it we can too easily lose sight of the reason for the
season. It is during this time of year we need to heed the words of St. Paul more than ever when he wrote to the Thessalonians, “Rejoice
always. Pray without ceasing.” This is how we will be able to avoid the pitfalls of consumerism and secularism and keep our eyes fixed on
Jesus.

Bring Jesus with you into the office Christmas party. Take him with you shopping for gifts in the department store. Be aware of him when
you sit down to watch television specials you have seen every year of your life. Give him all your time and let his presence fill your every
moment. By striving to be connecting with Jesus at all times, you will bear greater fruit and the joy you experience will be much greater
than you could imagine. You might even spend a few less dollars and spend more time with those you love, particularly the one who
loves you the most, the Incarnation himself.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Christmas Flower Donations

We will be purchasing fewer poinsettias for the Christmas art and environment this year. Extra money
from Christmas donations will be added to the Easter flower fund. We thank you for your donations.
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Christmas Giving

The mission of the Giving Tree Ministry is to provide
. i Christmas gifts to children and teens in need. This year,
w a lg we are partnering with the Young Families Early Head
Start Program. The mission of Young Families Early Head
Start Inc., is to assist and support low-income, primarily
teen, parents and prenatal parents in pursuit of their
educational goals and the development of their parenting
skills, while providing comprehensive quality child care for
their infants and toddlers, birth to age five. We have approximately 40 families to serve. This year, it is our
goal to provide each child with one item that the child needs, one item that the child wants, and a grocery or
gas gift card for their parent(s). Parishioners may register for a gift on our parish website or pick up an
envelope at the gathering area of the church. Envelopes will be labeled as Child Want, Child Need, or
Parent Gift.
ltems must be dropped off to St. Patrick Co-Cathedral no later than December 16th, 2020 at 1:00pm.
For any questions or to sign up for a family, please contact the parish office at 406-259-3389. Thank you!

Christmas Food Drive

There are approximately 60 families who are in need of Christmas Food Baskets this year! Please consider
donating the following items for our Christmas Food Drive.

-Ham

-Boxed stuffing mix ;ﬁ% Mer y
-Instant Mashed Potatoes Ch r|5trn
-Gravy as 4

-Peanut Butter, Jelly
-Quick Bread Mix (muffins)
-Cranberry Sauce
-Canned Vegetables

-Mac and Cheese

-Boxed Cereal

-Boxes for Baskets

l._. ["

All donations will go to Young Families and must be dropped off no later than December16th. [tems may be dropped off near the
entrance of the church during weekend Mass, or near the Parish Center entrance on weekdays.

To volunteer with putting baskets together on Wednesday December 16th 7:00pm-8:30pm and/or delivering to Young Families
on Friday December 18th from 12:00pm -3:00pm, please contact Valerie at 406-208-3642.

Thank you and God Bless!




